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LETTER, &. 


Cambridge, Dec. 16, 1745. 


My Dear Pariſhioners and Friends, 


Y Age and Infirmities obliged me to 
part, and the Seaſon of the Year de- 
tains me from you, But as you are 
never out of my Memory, or my 
Heart, I cannot be eaſy. in being abſent in this 
Time of common Danger :. And if the preſent 
Calamities ſhould continue longer, or draw 
nearer do you, I am fully reſolved, by God's 
Aſſiſtance, to repair to my Flock in Perſon, 
and lead them either to a vigorous Defence, or 
a patient Suffering. 

For grievous Wolves are fallen on God's He- 
ritage. The great Beaſt, the old Deſtroyer, 
has once more broken looſe into our Iſland. He 
comes armed witha furious Zeal, Ambition, and 
Revenge, and will ſpare no Attempt, either of 


Fraud to enſnare, or Violence to opprels us. 
A The 
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The Son of the Pretender ſo often repulſed, 
ſo ſolemnly abjured, and fo juſtly abhorred by 
true Engliſhmen and Proteſtants, has revived 
his Father's ungodly Hopes of perverting our 
Faith, and bringing us into Bondage; and ſeems 
to be pufft up with ſome Confidence of Succeſs, 
through the Artifice of Rome, the Malice of 
Spain, the exorbitant Power and Intrigues of 
France, together with the unparallel'd Trea- 
chery and Perjury of ſome degenerate Britons. 
He advances towards us, frightfully attended 
with the Scum and Off-ſcowring of every Na- 
tion of Europe, with Italian Banditti, Spaniſb 
Inquiſitors, French Politicians, Triſþ Renegadoes, 
Scotch Barbarians, and every profligate Outlaw 
or Bankrupt he can draw together, both foreign 
and domeſtic. His Tuition in Religion has 
been in the very Boſom of Popes and Cardinals ; 
for his Maxims of Government, his Arms and 
his Officers, he ſtands indebted to the grand 
Tyrant and Oppreſſor of Chriſtendom ; his Ca- 
binet-Council, and Directors of his Conſcience 
are Friars and Jeſuits, Men whoſe profeſſed 
Principles allow them to deceive and to for- 
ſwear, "to ſtab or to poiſon, for the Good of 
their Cauſe; and with whom, every Device or 
Action is lawful, ſo it be but profitable. 

Conſider then, my dear Countrymen, how 
neceſſary it is for you to awake and beſtir your- 
ſelves,  at- this critical and deciſive Juncture. 
Let me prevail on you to give a ſerious Atten- 
tion, not only to the implacable Rage and Fu- 
ry with which you are aſſailed; but to the Im- 
portance, the ineſtimable Value of the Poſt you 
are concern'd to maintain! If it was only a per- 
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ſonal Title to the Crown, a bare Form of Go- 
vernment, or a meer external Ceremony in Reli- 
gion you were to contend for, a leſs Degree of 
Zeal, Vigilance, or Courage, might ſerve to 
excuſe us. But ſuch are the Conditions of the 
preſent Conflict, that our All is at hazard ! The 
very Eſſentials of our holy Religion; the very 
Being of our civil Liberties; our whole Intereſt 
both of Body and Soul, all depend on our Prow- 
eſs and Succeſs. 

Vour Liberty and Property will be ſo totally ex- 
tin, that it will be Treaſon and Death ſo much as 
to name them; and, inſtead of your Religion, you 
will be forced to embrace and conform to a Su- 
perſtition, that a wiſe Heathen would be aſnam'd 
of: You will indeed be conſtrain'd to call it Re- 
ligion, and the Catholic Religion; but it is, in 
Truth, a Religion not of God's Revelation, but 
of Popiſh Invention; a Doctrine not delivered 
by Cbriſt and his Apoſtles, but by Antichrifts 
and Devils. TI ſhall have the lefs Occaſion, in 
the Midſt of the preſent Hurries and Alarms, 
to enter into a particular Detail of their Abo- 
minations ; becauſe I am writing to People, who 
have ſo often heard me inlarge upon the nauſeous 
Subject, and undeniably prove what I have here 
only Room to ſuggeſt - That the Opinions pe- 
culiar to that pretended Church are prophane 
and impious, and as oppoſite to the genuine 
Spirit of the Goſpel, as Light to Darkneſs, or 
Vice to Virtue. I have ſhewn you the ſeveral 
Steps and Advances by which the primitive 
Faith was forſaken - and perverted, and by what 
fraudulent Contrivances the beſt Thing in the 
World was made to ſerve the vileſt * 
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the Purpoſes of Avarice, Luſt of Power, and 


Vain-glory, I have convinc'd you by Argu- 
ments at length, that thoſe Boaſters of Infalli- 
bility are Impoſtors and Idolaters ; that they make 
the Word of God of none Effect, through their 
affected Traditions; that they take upon them to 
corrupt the Bible, to curtail the Ten Command- 
ments, to multiply the Sacraments, to with-hold 
from the People the Cup of Communion, to 
forbid the Marriage of Prieſts, to bind heavy 
Burthens they refuſe ro touch, and to impoſe 
Doctrines as Articles of Faith, which themſelves 
do not believe. 

This laſt Part of the Charge may ſeem hard 
to be made good againſt them: But if our Be- 
lief of any Propoſition, or Matter of Fact, muſt 
be ſtronger or weaker, in a juſt Proportion to 
the Evidence that ſupports it; I have demon- 
ſtrated to you (as by a Pair of Scales) that a ra- 
tional Man cannot poſſibly believe the Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation ; becauſe he can have no 
Evidence from the Report or Opinion of other 
Men, which can be of equal Weight againſt 
his own Senſes. The former is the Ground of 
Aſſent or Belief, the latter is downright Know- 
ledge and Aſſurance. From the Report of the 
Evangeliſts, we believe that Chriſt ſpake the 
Words, This is my Body; but by our Eye-ſight, 
Handling, Smell, Taſte, and every Faculty of 
diſcerning and conveying Truth to our Minds, 
we know, that this Morſel of ſacramental Bread 
is not (cannot be) his Bedy, in that groſs, car- 
nal, and litteral Acceptation. Whoſoever pro- 
feſſes to believe it to be ſo, muſt yield himſelf 
to have no Reliance, Truſt, or Confidence 1n 
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the Teſtimony of his own Senſes, to be utterly 
— 2 of aſſuredly knowing either Facts or 
Perſons, and unqualified for a Witneſs in any 
Court of . Judicature : So that the Romans, in 
this Article of their Hereſy, muſt be inſincere 
and ſelf- condemned; and the rather ſo, for 
that it implies Abſurdities ſtill more impious and 
monſtrous than the other: As that it is in the 
Power of vain, mortal, ſinful Man, at his Plea- 
ſure, to work this more than Miracle, to 
create his Creator, and to deſtroy the Unity of 
the only Son of God, by making or multiplying 
as many whole Chriſts, as there are Pieces of the 
ſacramental Bread, or Communicants to receive 
them. I have ſhew'd you, that all this Stuff is 
attended with plain Impoſlibilities, and Contra- 
dictions in Nature, being built on a Suppoſition 
that one and the ſame Body is in a Thouſand 
different Places at one and the ſame Time; that 
the ſecond Perſon of the ſacred Trinity, who is 
aſcended into Heaven, and for ever fits down at 
the Right-hand of the Father, is yet every 
where on Earth; at the ſame Inſtant bodily and 
locally preſent on every Popiſh Altar, delivered 
whole by the Hand of every Prieſt to the Mouth 
of every Partaker. 

Strange inviſible Power of working Signs 
and Wonders as inviſible! And what 1s yet 
more ſtrange, this Power imputed, not to the 
Words of Chriſt, but to the preſent uncertain 
Diſpoſition of the Perſon whoſe Office it is to 
repeat them! For this is alſo an eſtabliſhed Ar- 
ticle of the Roman Faith, that the Validity of 
this and all their Sacraments depends on the in- 
ward Intention of the Prieſt, This is the Ca- 
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pital and finiſhing Stroke of Eccleſiaſtical Ty- 
ranny, and ſuch as delivers over the ' deluded 
People, Body and Soul, into the Domination of 
the crafty Clergy ! For if this Doctrine be true, 
the miſerable Communicants, who are call'd up- 
on - to worſhip the conſecrated Wafer as their 
very Lord and Saviour, may be maliciouſly 
beguiled into an Act that in their own Senſe is 
Idolatry, and obliged to pay divine Adoration 
to what ſtill remains a mere fragment of Bread. 
Again, by this inſnaring Principle, when the 
poor repenting Sinner has made his Confeſſion, 
performed his Pennance, and paid his Fees for his 
pretended Abſolution; he may yet, after all, be 
chouſed of his Salvation as well as his Money, 
and go out of the World under a ſecret Curſe 
of Impenitence and Hardneſs of Heart. In a 
Word, on ſuch an horrid Suppoſition as this, 
not a Perſon can know whether he is really a 
Chriſtian, whether he was born of Chriſtian 
Parents; whether his Confeſſor, his Biſhop, or 
even his Pope, were ever in good earneſt baptized 
no! nor whether that Chain of Succeſſion, on which 
is hung the whole Weight of Popiſh Tradition, 
Authority, and Infallibility, be not broken in a 

thouſand of its Links. | 
It would be hard to conceive how ſuch Out 
s and Inſults on Common Senſe could ever 
have been born with z how there could have 
ariſen among a rational and conſcious Species of 
Beings either Impudence to propoſe, or Stupi- 
dity to ſwallow ſuch ſelf-betraying- Falſhoods ! 
The Truth is, their Owners themſelves begin 
to be aſhamed of them; tis viſible enough by 
their palliating Excuſes and their „ 
e rgu- 
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Argumentation, there are many of their Fables 
they would be glad fairly and ſafely to get rid 
of, But the Miſchief 1s, all manner of Review 
or Reformation 1s unwarily forecloſed. Th 

dare not alter a Tittle of the Trumpery their 
Church has ſanctified; leſt by acknowledgment 
of one ſingle Error, they ſhould give up the 
grand Barrier of Infallibility, by which they de- 
fend a Thouſand, It had been impoſſible to 
introduce them at firſt, had it not been for thoſe 
ominous Clouds of Darkneſs that came down 
from the North (about the g and 6 Century 
after Chriſt) and overſhadowed the Nations. 
The. Irruption of rude and illiterate Barbarians 

demoliſhed and diſperſed the Seminaries of 
Learning, hid as under 4 Buſbel the Light of 
the Golpel, and almoſt extinguiſhed the Rays 
of natural Reaſon. So groſs was the Ignorance 
of the Cbriſtian World — many Ages together, 
that the Vulgar were utterly Strangers to Ar- 
gument, and incapable of diſcerning Proba- 
bilities or Conſequences; and even Churchmen 
themſelyes (with the little Learning they had 
left) had not Art enough to obſerve the Incon- 
ſiſtency of their own Schemes, or to foreſee 
the Difficulties their Succeſſors muſt be under 
to defend thoſe Fortreſſes they were clumſily 
building to inſlave Poſterity. But whatever 
Weakneſs may befall Mens Intellects, their 
Paſſions and Appetites will ſeldom fail. The 
Biſhops of Rome grew ſtill more enamour'd of 
their charming Supremacy ; and raged with 
Ambition to be honoured as St. Peter, and to 
be exalted as God. And tho), in the place of the 
pure and uundefiled Religion of Chrift, mY rx 

en 
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blended together ſuch an inconſiſtent Syſtem of 
Superſtition and Idolatry, as could not but 
be nauſeous to the Taſt of Ages reſtored to their 
Senſes ; yet they found a means to avail them- 
ſelves of the then general Blindneſs and to make 
it go down. They wheedled the headſtrong 
Leaders of thoſe Savages by pretending to give 
the divine Sanction to their Ambition, Luſt, 
and Rapine; and drew them into an helliſh 
Confederacy to lay the wretched Multitude un- 
der a double Yoke of ſpiritual Darkneſs and of 
temporal Slavery, If they preſumed to diſpute 
the arbitrary Mandates of their ſecular Tyrants, 
they were to be excommunicated and delivered 
to Satan; in return, thoſe Tyrants were imme- 
diately to ſend them to the Dungeon or the 
Gallows, if they dared to ſuggeſt that their 
Souls were their own, or offered to queſtion 
any Doctrine or Decree that came to them 
under the Seal of the Sovereign Pontiff. 

By theſe execrable Devices were Chriſtians 
compelled, in a litteral Senſe, /o walk by Faith, 
and not by Sight. They were inſtructed to 
deny, not ſo much Ungoalineſs and worldly Lufts, 
as their Reaſon and Senſes ; yea, obliged impli- 
citly to believe every Spirit, to ſwallow crudely 
every Invention or Impoſition of that ungodly Set 
of Men, who made a filthy Merchandize of their 
Souls, Now was Antichriſt arrived to the Ze- 
nith or High-noon of his Power, moſt impu- 
dently uſurping the Prerogative of God to par- 
don and condemn, and daring to affront his eſſen- 
tial Goodneſs by diſpenſing with Obedience to 
his divine Commands : Yea, no Scruple 'was 


made to change the very Nature of Good oo 
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Evil, to ſanctify Vice by Bulls of ' Indulgence; 
and to fix certain Prices to be paid for the Com- 
miſſion of the moſt enormous Sins. In theſe 
Days was the pure and heavenly Religion de- 
livered to the Saints obſcured, and left in a defor- 
med Heap of ſuperſtitious Rubbiſn; a Rubbiſh 
originally ſtolen from the Gentiles, or newly in- 


vented by their more impious Mimics. Re- 


pentance from dead Works was rendered needleſs 
and of no account by private Confeſſions, Pe- 
nances, and Payments. The everlaſting Sanc- 
tions of Heaven and Hell were utterly deprived 
of their Effe& and Influence by the Fables of 
Purgatory and the Power of the Keys. True 
Piety and Devotion to God was damp'd and ex- 
tinguiſhed by the Worſhip of Images, Prayers 
for the Dead, or at the Tombs of the Martyrs. 
Zeal for good Works, and practical Virtue was 
ſunk into a whimſical and ridiculous Aﬀectation 
of making Pilgrimages to remote Churches; 
Shrines or Altars; and of hunting after dead 
Bones, Pieces of Wood, ruſty Nails, or other 


counterfeit Relicks. In Conſequence of theſe 


idle Dreams and Dotages the all-ſufficient Grace 
of the great One-Mediator was ſo (lighted and 
undervalued, that the Interceſſion of meer 
Creatures was become the Subject of their moſt 
fervent Petitions; and (as it is ſaid in a Pro- 


verb of their own) for one Prayer that was made 


to God or his Son, there were generally ten to 
the Virgin Mary; yea, to Apoſtles, Martyrs, 
dead Popes, or any other Rebels, Traytors or 
Hereticks, that their Popeſhips had once thought 


fit to inſcribe in the Calendar of their Saints. 
B To 
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To render this ſpiritual Blindneſs compleat, def- 
perate and incurable, the bright and lively O- 
racles of God were hidden from Men's Eyes; 
the Holy Bible was cunningly ſecreted in falſe 
Tranſlations, corrupt Expoſitions or an unknown 
Tongue; their very Prayers were offered, and 
Sacraments celebrated in a Language the Peo- 
le did not underſtand, and accompanied with 
ſuch antick Geſtures and Grimaces as were fit- 
ter to aſtoniſh or raiſe Laughter than to inſtruct 
or edify — The abominable Traffick was im- 
proved and extended by planting large Semi- 
raries of Monks and Fryars throughout every 
Province; who were perpetually amazing the 
eredulous Multitude with occaſional Miracles 
wrought by ſome Image, Saint, or Relick of 
their Church, and who had the Impudence to 
confirm their lying Stories, by as lying Dreams, 
Viſions, or Apparitions, and were often pro- 
vided with fome juggling Tricks, or a Brother 
concealed behind the Curtain to rivet the Im- 
poſture, From hence it 'came, that generally 
the moſt dextrous Managers of the Craft, and 
even ſeveral of the Popes themſelves were re- 
ted to be eminent Conjurors and Magicians, 
his we are told by the Hiſtorians of their own 
infallible Church : and whether their preſent 
Infallibilities will pronounce ſuch Reports to be 
Truth or Falſhood, it concerns them (the Con- 
ſequences on each fide being heavy) very cau- 
tiouſly to reſolve. But this is moſt certain, that 
theſe Hunters of Souls were forward enough to 
have it believed that they held a Brace or two 
of Devils in their Leaſhes in Readineſs to be let 
flip 
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Nip on any of the Herd, wh d wanto 
break. Pale. For Sea and Lang, --" and 1 
was to be compaſſed, and emp ace ng in Nurse 155 
their Game of making Preſelytes. 
Point was to ſtamp on the trembling get 
Heart, the ſtrohpeſt_ Impreſſions, ach 
Power and Sagélity; to perſuade M en ar 
Heaven and; Earth were at it's Diſpoſal, ta 
draw, or drive them into an implicit Submiſfior 
and Reſignation both in Faith and Manners, A 

To finiſh the Labyrinth, and to darken, the 
Way againſt all poſſible Retur of Truth or Vir: 
tue, aroſe that remorſeleſs, e Se, who. 
call themſelves Jeſuits. A wily Gang! that 
gotten the Start of its elder Fraternitjes, = 
crept into the firſt Place of Favour,and.Confi 
dence with the ſovereign High- prieſt. For, br 
by his roaring Bulls they ſtand privileged an 
exempted, from all Juriſdiction of tx. law ful 
Prelates or Princes ; fo, in return, they Are eters 
nally magnifying his (their holy Maſter's) Sy- 
premacy and Infallibility, and no els reſolute 
actually to defend it by Poiſon, or Piſtol,” 

ublick Rebellion, or private Aſſaſſination. Thi 
1s that deſperate "Carps of Veterans, (the laſt 
Reſort of Rome, the very Lite- guard of the ſham 
St. Peter) from whence are Detachmerits chiefly 
made for an extraordinary Caſe of Craft o 
Cruelty 10 who are always. at the Head of 
Perſecutions, Conſpiracies, and general Maſſa- 
cres, Woe to that Nation that dares to harbour 
them, or that hopes to eſcape_them by any 
means in the World but by an intire Expulfion | 
F *or they lurk in every Corner of Court and 

B 2 Country. 
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Country, They obtrude themſelves in all Fi- 
gures, Colours, and Characters. They have 
enured themſelves to Patience in the dirtieſt 
Road, or the meaneſt Occupation; have Faces 
to brazen out the moſt glaring Falſhoods ; and 
Hearts for afly Enterprize, though never fo 
flagitious, dangerous, or deadly. In low Life 
they diſdain not to be Mumpers, Fidlers, Mer- 
fy-Andrews, Tub-preachers, or Captains of the 
Mob; to ingratiate with the Great, they offer 
themſelves in the Form of Phyſicians, Virtuoſos, 
Projectors, Craftſmen, Poets, or Politicians, 
They have ſecured to themſelves the private Ear 
of every Catholic Prince, Potentate, or Noble- 
man. For, as Vice and Luxury have taken a 
eneral Poſſeſſion of their Hearts, as Ambition, 
Oppreſin Contempt of Promiſes, and Viola- 
ion of Treaties, are neceſſary Ingredients in 
the Character of their Courtiers, or Miniſters of 
State: Who but would provide himſelf of an 
expert Confeſſor out of that all-ſufficient Crew, 
who are famous for the Knack of abſolving Men 
from Oaths; whoſe Talents are noted for quib- 
bling and expounding away, the genuine Senſe 
of the moſt folemn Guarantees or Alliances ; 
and who, beſides all this, have impudently pub- 
liſhed large Volumes of Caſuiſtical Divinity, to 
prove that a ſtaunch Catholic may be guilty of 
all Crimes, even of Adultery, Murder, Perjury, 
or Sacrilege with an eaſy Conſcience, and with- 

out Peril of Damnation? 1 
Theſe, my beloved, are the Principles of 
your Invaders! This the Religion you muſt em- 
"brace with the Pretender, who courts your Al- 
* | WT The? legiance ! 
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legiance! He may tell you fairer Stories for the 
reſent; and his Emiffaries will ſhake their 
Heads, and perſwade you that Popery is quite 
another Thing, and that f have much miſre- 
reſented it both in it's Doctrine and Practice. 1 
Jave hinted above, that they hold Opinions 
which they are conſcious are wrong ; that they 
have Myſteries they are very cautious of expoſing 
to any, but ſuch as are well initiated, and fafe 
in their Incloſures; in the mean time, that they 
are never at a Loſs for Cloaks, Excuſes, and E- 
quivocations, to give fair Appearances to foul 
Deluſions. But ſay what they will, inſtead of 
debating, do you tell them roundly, your In- 
formation is from one whom you know to be your 
Friend : Say, that you have beard bim prove the 
Charge he has here made againſt them : Yea, and 
that, if any among them dare to deny it, in 
this publick Manner, He is ready io prove it 
again and again, out of their own Hiſtories, Wri- 
tings, and Canons. | 

Plain honeſt People, (as you are) unacquaint- 
ed with Sophiſtry, and the Terms of wrang- 
ling are very eaſily put to Silence, or impoſed 
upon, For this Reaſon has our Saviour graci- 
ouſly warned us to watch and pray, to take heed 
to ourſelves of being deceived, to go not after, 
or hearken to the Boaſters of Signs or lying 
Wonders; but to try every Spirit, to examine 
into the Goodneſs of the Free by it's Fruits, 
and to beware of the Wolf in Sheep's-cloath- 

ing. For how often has it been verified 
woeful Experience, that ſuch ſpiritual Wolves 
have never ſo meck and Lamb-like an Appear- 
ance, 
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ance, as when driven to a Neceſſity of hunting 
after their Prey? There is nothing ſo - ſoft, ſo 
courteous, or modeſt, as a Papiſt out of Power. 
The very Men, whoſe Voice in the Days of their 
Exaltation is as terrible as Thunder; whoſe 
Arguments are nothing but Mandates and Me- 
naces, Exile, Extirpation, Dungeons, and Gib- 
bets z when the Wind is turned, are quite dif- 
ferent Creatures. During the Time that their 
Plots are forming, and their Baits laying, they 
are of all Men in the World, the moſt pliant 
and tractable: They ſneak into Company with 
all the Lowlineſs and Sedulity of Petitioners : 
They are bred and trained to the officious Wind- 
ings and Traverſes of a Spaniel; and, like the 
ſame Animal, with their Stoopings, Creepings, 
Cringings, and Proſtrations, they ingage your 
Attention, till the Net has overſpread you, 
Heaven defend us from ſuch inſidious Adula- 
tions! 

After all this, is it not Matter of Grief, or 
rather Aſtoniſhment, that ſuch execrable Decei- 
vers ſhould find an Advocate in a Proteſtant 
Country ? Yet, to confeſs the Truth, we have 
no ſmall Number of that tender-hearted Claſs, 
who affect to perſwade us, that our Engliſh Ro- 
mans are not concerned in this preſent Rebellion; 
that they do not beſtow ſo much as a good Wiſh 
wpon it; yea, that they are rather pleaſed to con- 
tinue as they are, in a State of Dejection, Diſ- 
ability, and Diſcountenance, under the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment Strange Credulity ! —— Dange- 
rous Charity! — Pernicious Confidence 


As there is no diſcerning the Hearts of Men, 
what 
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what new Modes and Ways of Thinking may 
have ſtarted up in this enlighten'd Generation, 
may be hard to determine ; but we may fafely 
afirm, that the Ages before us have never 
produced a Sect of this indolent and ſelf-deny- 
ing Genius. However, let us try the Sincerity 
of theſe Pretences by their own Principles : If 
ſuch be the Indifference of our modern Papiſts 
how would they have us eſteem of their Regard 
to God, when they are ſo ſlow and backward 
to come to his Help again the Mighty ; ſo cold 
and unactive in promoting the only Religion in 
the World, that they hold agreeable to his 
Word and Will? Again, their Inhumanity, 
and Deadneſs of Affection to their Neighbours, 
and their Country, muſt be equally notorious, 
when the Thought of ſo many periſhing Souls 
cannot Prevail upon them to reach out a Hand 
to their Aſſiſtance, or to move a Foot to bring 
them back to that Catholic Fold, in which on- 
ly they will allow us any Hopes of Salvation. 
To render the Novelty ſtil! more ſurprizing, 
theſe worthy Gentlemen muſt alſo be as careleſs 
of their own Intereſt and Self- preſervation; 
ſince, on the ſame Suppoſition, we muſt allow 
them to be contented with Diſgrace and Depri- 
vation; to be pleaſed at being double: taxed, 
and diſarmed; to be delighted with the Neceſ- 
ſity of skulking about in Ignominy and Diſ- 
guiſe, and of meeting for the Exerciſe of their 
darling Superſtition in perpetual Apprehen- 
ſions of Diſcovery and Puniſhment. 

*Tis hard to conceive how ſuch a ſtrange 
Meekneſs and Mortification can enter into the 
Hearts 
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Hearts of a proud and lofty Set, who boaſt 
of Infallibility; who vaunt themſelves to be 
the only Catholics, the ſole Elect of God, and 
Heirs of Salvation; and aſſume an Authority 
to dictate to the World, to trample on Domi- 
nions, Principalities, and Powers! Yet, this 
we mult ſwallow ; all this we muſt grant and 
ſtedfaſtly believe, before we can imagine them 
to be peaceable Subjects, and acquit them of a 
Share in this unnatural Rebellion For my Part, 
I am convinced that the clear contrary is true 
and I think it may be demonſtrated by their 
Principles, their Writings, their Plots, and 
traiterous Practices, under every Reign ſince the 
Reformation, that they are now, and always 
were engaged in a conſtant ſtanding Conſpiracy 
againſt the Church of England ; that they are 
Rebels of courſe, naturally and neceſſarily the 
Prompters and Ringlcaders of every Attempt 
made to overturn the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and 
to advance a Tyrant of their own Faith and 
Faction. To ſuppoſe them otherwiſe, is to ſup- 
ſe them the erranteſt Scoundrels in the World, 
to ſuppoſe them deſtitute of common Grati- 
tude, natural Affection, and every moral Vir- 
tue. Is this the Fortitude, the Generoſity, the 
Fidelity, the Loyalty of a Papiſt? To forſake 
their King in a Time of Extremity, to leave 
him encompaſſed with ten Thouſand of his E- 
nemies, cowardly to deſert the Light of their 
Eyes, the Breath of their Noſtrils, the 1dol of 
their Hearts at a critical Pinch, when his All 
is at Stake, and when his Fate muſt terminate 


in a Crown or a Coffin? 
But 
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But we are not to deceive ourſelves with 
ſuch Halcyon-dreams, or ſuch imaginary Tran- 
quility! Our Sons of Ulyſſes are of quite dif- 
ferent Metal! They may pretend what they 
pleaſe, and their old Friends may vouch for 
them; but among wiſe Men they are too well 
known to be ever truſted. Their great Ma- 
ſters know they are to be depended on The 
Popiſh Pretender, ſupported with Money, Ship- 
ping, and fair Promiſes, by the Monarch of 
Verſailles, ventured his eldeſt Sqn into Scot- 
land, from thence to make an Invaſion in 
England with but an Handful of Men. Now 
he is in for*t; a bad Hand of Cards, and no 
drawing Stakes; the French Gameſters muſt 
come to his Aid, and an huge Embarkation is 
accordingly preparing; but when firſt he came 
over, he had nothing to truſt to (as he has de- 
clared himſelf) but the great Good- will and 
Affections of the People. Now, I deſire ſome 
honeſt Chriſtian to inform me, who are theſe 
good People ſo depended upon, by what Name 
or Title that Party is to be dignify*d, by whoſe 
Aid and Aſſiſtance he or his Father are to aſ- 
cend the Throne? To harbour ſuch a Thought 
of .our good Friends the Tories, that be far 
from us! They have ſworn, have abjured, have 
addreſs'd, have affociated ; nay,' they have aſ- 
ſured us, both in and out of the Houſe, that there 
is not a Jacobite, no not a fingle Facobite amon 
them. The Proteſtant Diſſenters muſt ſtan 
acquitted z they have given the Evidence, both 
of their Treaſures and their Blood, that they 
C are 
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are Enemies to the whole Line. On whom 
then can theſe bleſſed Hopes of a new Reſto- 
ration be poſſibly grounded, but on the truſty 
Papiſts ? *Tis true, they are well watch'd, and 
Providence has not yet favoured them with an 
Opportunity to. ſound their Trumpets, and 
make their Acclamations : But he that takes 
their Silence for Innocence, or founds his Se- 
curity on their affected Repoſe, may as well 
argue from the Stillneſs of the Waters, that 
the Ford is not deep and dangerous, or that he 
may walk if Safety by a ravenous Beaſt, be- 
cauſe he ſeems to ſlumber. To give them 
their Due, the right Roman Breed are a Sort 
of Lurchers, that moſt effectually make ſure 
of their Prey, by hunting mute. To ff 
without Metaphor, ſuch is the Genius of our 
Popiſh Reculints, that their Maſters know 
they are to be depended on (without running 
the Hazard of for mal inrolling, ſubſcribing, 
or aſſociating) in Caſes of Importance. Put 
but Sword or Fire into their Hands, they 
know their Cue, and are .never at a Loſs, 
on a Minute's Warning, 15 ply them to 
Advantage. I do not ſay, that their Excel- 
lency conſiſts in open Field, or a fair Encoun- 
ter, but in Mines and  Ambuſhes, Murders 
and Maſſacres, I could give you the moſt aſto- 
niſhing Inſtances of their Expertneſs. I could 
tell you of Kings and Princes aſſaſſinated, of 
Queen Mary's Martyrs, the Ir:þþ Maſſacre, 
the Bartholomew Butchery, the bloody Traps 
laid for the Life of our glorious King il. 
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liam, and many other Acts of Cruelty, ſur- 
paſſing the fierceſt Barbarians ; were it not for 
{paring you the Pains of dwelling too long on 

uch affrighting Scenes. But theſe are the 
Tragedies of Popiſh Zealots! Of ſuch is their 
Kingdoms, and the Catalogues of their Saints! 
From ſuch Saints, and ſuch -Zealots, Heaven 
protect us! What Precautions, or Meaſures 
of Self-preſervation our Legiſlature will think 
fit to take with them for the future, it may 
not be proper for a Subje& to determine : 
But ſome People would venture to affirm, that 
they are really Men pernicious to Society, and 
leſs worthy of a Toleration than downright 
Atheiſts, The latter may by Accident be 
uſeful Subjects; the former by Profeſſion, and 
of Neceſſity are Traitors ; the one has no Re- 
ligion to ſwear by, the other by his Religion is 
hound to be forſworn; the one has no Be- 
lief of a World to come, the other believes 
that his very Crimes will ſecure him an Inte- 
reſt in it, | 

- Yet theſe are People we are taught to look 
upon as peaceable Subjects! I know not by 
what Refemblance of Complexion or Humour, 
by what Connexion or Vicinity of Principles or 
Interefts, by what Sympathy, Myſtery, Fa- 
tality or Stupidity, it has been brought about, 
but ſuch is tho Caſe, that many who are under 
all the Obligations imaginable, both divine 
and human to be their Enemies, are yet their 
perpetual Patrons and Cronies. How often 
do we hear their Abominations extenuated, 
C 2 their 
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their Errors palliated, their Behaviour com- 
mended, and their Perſons treated with the 
Reverence and Reſpect of elder Brethren? 1 
need not mention their Names or Characters, 
but it is too well known that we have great 
Numbers who affect to connive at their Maſ- 
ſes and Meetings, to favour them in the Taxes, 
and on every Occaſion to extol and prefer them 
before Proteſtant Diſſenters. You remember 
I have always told you of theſe latter, that 
they are imprudentand perverſe in refuſing to 
come into a cloſer Union againſt the common 
Enemy; and that their Separation is peeviſh, 
unreaſonable, and ſinful. You know I have 
maintained, that they grievouſly offend againſt 
the fundamental Laws of Civil-Society, by 
taking upon them to judge of Expediency, by 
ſeceding from the Majority, or Governors, of 
the Body, for Matters intirely human and in- 
different. — But ſtill we muſt allow a very 
wide Diſtinction betwixt a partial Separation, 
and a total Exciſion ; nor is there need of the 
ſame Caution or Severity towards an humorous 
Child, as againſt a treacherous Inmate that is 
contriving to murder us, or burn us out of 
our Houſes. 
As theſe areeverlaſting, implacable, irrecon- 
cilable Enemies to our Eſtabliſhment ; z to how 
great Charity or little Judgment is it owing, 
that their Advocates have the honour to be 
numbred with its Friends? ſuch an ill-grounded 
Confidence in political Matters 1s of perni- 
cious conſequence, and tends to Ruin; and (if 
the 
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the Truth may be told) it is the immediate 
Cauſe of this horrid Rebellion that has already 
laid waſte a great Part of our native Country. 
J have often fore warned you that this would 
be the Iſſue; and thoſe Murmurs and Diſcon- 
tents ſo artfully excited and fomented among 
the People, muſt naturally ferment and grow 
into a civil War. It is impoſſible any ink 
elſe could have thrown a flouriſhing Nation 
into ſuch general Diſtractions. The Papiſts 
by themſelves are not fo conſiderable for their 
Strength or Numbers, as to afford Incourage- 
ment to Pretenders. or Invaders to make the 
Venture — But if Men with the Cant of Li- 
berty, Property, and the Church of England 
will join, or ſeem to join with them in ſtirrin 
up Sedition : If Men of ſuch Characters will 
proſtitute their Eloquence in malicious 
Speeches or incendiary Pamplets : Nay if they 
will condeſcend to go yet a Step lower, and 
take up the Office of Factors or Journeymen, 
Hawkers of Treaſon and Retailers of Poiſon ; 
it highly concerns us to be cautious and cir- 
cumſpect with whom we deal, or what ſort of 
Ware is impoſed upon us. I never wonder 
at any kind of Lye, how abſurd or monſtrous, 
how void of Foundation, Conſiſtency or common 
Senſe ſoever it be, when I conſider it as the 
Product of the Roman Forges: But to hear it 
ſlaviſnly cry*d about the Streets, and recom- 
mended in every Corner or Coffee-houſe by 
Gentlemen, whoſe Quality requires them rather 
to ſpit on or puniſh it, is Matter of Aftoniſh- 
ment! 
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ment! Yet this has been the Practice, and 
theſe the Arts by which the unhappy People 
of England have been deluded and inflamed ! 
A thouſand of theſe Tales have been palmed 
upon them as current Hiſtory, and made the 
Subject of Declamation and invective againſt 
Perſons of every Station or Character; againſt 
K. William, Q. Anne, our preſent Sovereign, 
his royal Father and Family, againſt the late 
Duke of Marlborough, the Treaſurer Lord Go- 
dolphin, Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, againſt 
our publick Allies or private Friends, in ſhort 
againſt any Perſon whatſoever, if it was but 
his Crime to diſtinguiſh himſelf as an Enemy 
to Popery, and a Friend to the Conſtitution. 
I could give you Inſtances, a whole Chain of 
Inſtances, of theſe infamous Calumnies for ſix- 
ty Years together; but I ſhall need only men- 
tion two or three, and thoſe fo late and no- 
torious, that you will eaſily recolle& them. 

It is not many Years ſince you were alarm*d 
with the tidings of a General Exciſe ; and made 
to believe that the King wasto have Toll out of 
your Bread, your Butter, your Beef, Bacon, and 
every Neceſſary of Life; yea that your Barns, 
Cellars, Dairies, and even Bed-chambers were 
to be thrown wide open to the ſearch and rum- 
mage of inſolent Exciſemen. That this was a 
Lye truly audacious and intirely groundleſs is 
ſo well known, and has been fo often demon- 
ſtrated, that no- body doubts it; nor can any 
one have the Face to aſſign any Cauſe how it 
came to be invented, but for the ſole * 
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of inſtigating the People againſt his Majeſty 
and the Adminiſtration. Now, I think, I may 
reaſonably expect of you, that you would call 
to mind who, were your Informers of this 
frightful Story; and then let thoſe Informers 
ſay for themſelves, whether it was of their own 
induſtrious ; hatching, or whether they re- 
ceived it as a Nurſling from the Hands of 
Popiſþ Parents. Let their Anſwer be on 
which ſide it will, the Fact is plain, that 
you were moſt impiouſly deceived and that 
your Deceiyers acted their Part either as 
Principals, or as ſervile Underſtrappers. | 
Again, how poſitively: has it been affirmd 
to you, that the large annual Sums you pay 
to the Publick are needleſs Impoſitions; that 
you are loaded with Taxes on ſham Preten- 
ces of ſupporting the Government, but really 
to impoveriſh you, and keep you in Subjectionʒ 
yea, and that a great Part of your Treaſure ſo 
extorted, is carried aut f the Kingdom,” to 
{trip poor England and adorn proud Hoy? 
But with what Patience can you bear to be 
thus treated like Children or Idiots, and what 
can you think of the Authors of ſuch Tales; 
when you mult needs know (for every body 
knows). that you have all the Security you can 
poſſibly have, that your Money is imploy'd for 
your own Benefn, and the common Utility? 
Every Penny that is levied upon you ĩs weigh'd 
and conſidered by your own Repreſentatives, 
the greateſt and wiſeſt Men in the Nation, in 
both Houſes of Parliament. Every particular 
Tax 
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Tax that is granted, is diſtinctly appropriated: 
to the particular Demands of your Credit or 
Defence; exactly calculated before hand by the 
Givers, and to be accounted for to a Farthin 
by thoſe that receive it, and ſo, as it is pol. 
fible for his Majeſty to have the leaſt private 
Intereſt or Finger in it. If any of the ap ns 
Revenues may be ſaid to be properly and pe 
ſonally the King's, it is that of -the Civil Liſt 
and yet out of that, by the time that all the 
Princes and Princeſſes of the Royal Family are 
provided for, after all the Penſions and Sala - 
ries paid to the numerous Miniſters and Offi- 
cers of State; after the vaſt Expences of Kit- 
chens, Stables, Gardens, Wardrobes, and a 
thouſand other Things neceſſary to ſupport the 
Honour of Great Britain and the Grandeur of 
its Sovereign, are ſupplied and defrayed; I 
ſay, after all theſe Deductions are made, the 
Balance muſt be ſmall; ſo ſmall that it is pro- 
bable his Majeſty may have leſs remaining for 
his private Pocket, either to lay out or lay by, 
than many of his Subjects. But ſuppoſe by 
good (Economy. he were able to make a yearly 
Saving of ſome Thouſands, or an Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds: would he venture it over 
the Scas, to the Continent, to à Province of 
Germany, to a ſmall Province, ſmall in Extent 
and precarious in Poſſeſſion ? Tou might as 
wiſely dream, that a Miſer will remove his 
beloved Treaſure out of his ſtrong Iron Box, 
1 cure. it in one of Deal or Faſteboard. 
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Another loud Peal too often rung in your 
Ears to be forgotten, is the heavy, needleſs, 
dangerous Burthen, of a STanDinNG Army, 
You were poſitively aſſured you had no Ene- 
mies to fear, the Papiſts were quiet, the Faco- 
bites quite vaniſhed, and Invaſions impoſſible. 
But, good Neighbours and Country men ! will 
not Seeing, Feeling, and Fact, convince you 
that the Ringers of theſe Peals have a Title to 
the Bell-Ropes? Are there not Thouſands of 
Rebels now actually in Arms, laying waſte our 
Towns, plundering our Fellow- Subjects, and 
pon the Pretender ? Are the Rebel 

uſter-Rolls fill'd with thoſe quiet and peace- 
able Papiſts; or is it a new Set born within 
theſe two Years, that have made the Inſurrec- 
tion? Of Facobites alſo, true High-Church- 
Facobites, are there not many already under 
their Colours? Is not that the main Party, to 
whom his vagrant Highneſs addreſſes his De- 
clarations, and on whom he himſelf profeſſes 
to depend, for Aid and Reinforcement? From 
whence then are theſe vaniſhed Jacobites all 
ſtarted into Light ? Are they at the Sound of 
the Trumpet or Warming-pan ariſen from 
the Grave, or are they returned, like Birds of 
Paſſage, from the infernal Regions ? But, if 
it be really true, that we are in no Danger” of 
Invaſions, by what Term or Title ſhall we 
call thoſe Wretches, whom ſo many French 
Veſſels have landed in Scotland? Why is that 
cunning and moſt Chriſtian Nation ſtill medi- 
tating and preparing for Deſcents; and why 


[ 26 ] 

are we in ſuch a ſudden Hurry and Perplexity, 
that all our Navy, (the very beſt in the World) 
is not thought a ſufficient Guard for our 
Coaſts? If a ſmall Army was lately too much 
for the Defence of an Iſland, how comes the 
Nature of Things to be ſo altered, that a great 
one 15 now too little? Whyare we obliged with 
ſo great Precipitation to form new Regiments, 
to arm the Militia, to call in foreign Succours, 
and why are all honeſt Engliſþhmen ſo induſtri- 
ous in making Subſcriptions and raiſing For- 
ces? What! — Is all this an imaginary Panic, 
without Ground or Foundation? Are Britons 
reduced to ſuch a Poverty of Mind, as to be 
ſcared out of their Wits by Dreams and Phan- 
.toms ? But if we are in imminent Danger now, 
was there no Danger to be apprehended before, 
or were thoſe to be looked upon as evil 
Counſellors, who wiſely foreſaw it, and pro- 
vided againſt it? Are there any Foes riſen up 
againſt us, that were not always ſuch z or has 
any thing happened, that we had not Reaſon 
to expect? Where unlawful and arbitrary 
Power is aſſumed, a Standing Army may be 
really of more Danger to the Prince than to 
the People: but when it appears (as in Fact it 
does appear) to be abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Defence of the Government and the Conſti- 
tution, it is equally demonſtrable, that they 

are Enemies to both, who declaim againſt it. 

I ſhall need to give you but one Inſtance 
more of theſe general Deluſions, and that is of 
the pretended Expediency and Neceflity of a 


War 
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War with Spain, Never did national Madneſs 
fpread itſelf with a more virulent Contagion, 
than on that unhappy Subject! A falſe Notion 
of Patriotiſm had been ſo artfully infuſed in- 
to Men's Heads, as to take away their Senſes, 
Our Towns and Cities had no other Language 
but Conqueſts and Revenge. Farmers, Me- 
chanics, and the very Boys in the Streets, were 
blowing the Trumpet, and ſounding to Arms; 
the bare Mention of Peace was unpopular, 
and odious : Yea the King, the Miniſtry, and 
any private Subject that ſeemed but inclinable 
to Treaty or Convention, were ready to be 
hiſſed with the Appellation of Spaniards, and 
Enemies to their Country, You well remem- 
ber, it was my Fate to be of this ſmall and 
unfaſhionable Party. In ſpight of Noiſe and 
Numbers, I told you in plain Terms, that the 
Nation was impoled on. I laboured to con- 
vince (both privately and in Print) that a War 
with that Kingdom was never to be underta- 
ken, but upon the laſt Neceſſity. I forewarn'd 
you, it would be the Confuſion of your 
Trade in the Woollen Manufacture; and 
that an Attempt on the Mieſt. Indies, though 
never ſo ſucceſsful, would be of leſs Advan- 
tage than your annual Commerce in thoſe 
Countries. You were not unminded of the 


Unwholeſomeneſs of the Climates, nor that 


any long Stay in thoſe ſcorching Regions mult 
needs conclude in the Rotteneſs of our Ships, 
and Deſtruction of our Mariners. You might 
plainly ſee, that this general Rage, and mi- 
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litary Fury, was craftily excited by Papiſts 
and other diſaffected Perſons, with a malici- 
ous Deſign to embaraſs the Government, to 
exaſperate the People againſt an excellent Mi- 
niſtry, through the Addition of Taxes. and 
Scarcity of Money, to throw the Trade and 
Treaſure of Spain into the Boſom of France, 
and to prepare the Way for (what in Fact is 
now felt) Rebellions and Invaſions.—I reca- 
itulate theſe Matters at this Time, for no 
other Reaſon, but that you may ſadly reflect 
on what 1s paſt, and be more cautious for the 
future. As you have ſome Reaſon to know 
your Friends, I wiſh you to place your Confi- 
dence on ſuch as have never deceived you, and. 
to reject with Indignation the Inſinuations of 
thoſe, who ſhall hereafter attempt to coax and 
flatter you out of your Faith and Allegiance. 
I know in your Hearts you are true Church- 
men, and faithful Subjects. 1 thank God I 
have not been unſucceſsful in labouring to 
rſuade you, that you live under the ha 

ieſt Eſtabliſhment in the World; that your 
Proſperity here, and your Salvation hereafter, 
depend on your ſincere Contentment with it, 
and Submiſſion to it. It muſt be confeſſed, 
that for ſome Years paſt, you have been ex- 
hauſted 'by Taxes, and diſappointed in the 
Returns of your Trade and Husbandry. But 
you know the Seaſons are in the Hand of God, 
whoſe temporary Chaſtiſcments you will (I 
hope) improve to your eternal Intereſt : And 
for that Part of the Affliction that has, been 
brought 


[ 29 ] 
brought upon you by the Iniquity of Man's 
you may clearly diſcern, by what I have faid 
above, to what Manner of Perſons you ought 
to aſcribe them — Be not deceived, your Go- 
vernors are innocent ! An Angel from Heaven 
cannot rule a vicious and corrupted People by 
ſuch Meaſures as himſelf would approve of! 
Where there is a great Majority of evil Men, 
ſome muſt and will be imployed : but you 
have a King worthy of better Times and more 
grateful Subjects. There is not a ſingle Law that 
he has broken, nor has he a ſingle Enemy, but 
ſuch as are Popiſb, or under a Popiſb Influence. 
As he has not, cannot have any perſonal In- 
tereſt ſeparate from that of his People; we can- 
not make a reaſonable Queſtion, but that the 
Labours of his Life are for our Safety and 
Glory, and deſtin'd to ſecure our Freedom 
and Proſperity to our Children's Children. If 
Britons did but know their happy Situation, 
and the Bleflings they enjoy by the fingular 
Bounty of God and Nature; had they the 
Senſe to. improve their Advantages with Zeal 
and Unanimity under ſo brave a Monarch; 
they might cally fly with Terror on their 
Wings to the molt diſtant Shores; they might 
give Rebukes to the moſt potent Oppreſſors, 
and Laws to the Univerſe. But inſtead of at- 
tending to what is truly glorious, we are 
rather lite Children fitting in the Market, 
teaſing one another with Baubles and Vanities, ; 
and fretting out our Hearts with impertinent 
Jealouſies — Jealouſy of Vienna, Jealouſy of 
1 15. T Holland, 
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Holland, Jealouſy of Han—r; as if a wile 
Prince would ruin himfelt and his Family for 
the Pleaſure of his Neigbours ; as if he would 
facrifice an hereditary Kingdom to a feudatory 
Province! Tis true, his Majeſty has found it 
expedient for his magnanimous Enterpriſes to 
be abſent for a Seaſon. But has not that Ab- 
ſence given him an Opportunity to ſuccour 
and reſcue the diſtreſſed Queen of Hungary; 
has he not thereby found Means to unite the 
diſtracted Empire under a common Head, 
and once more reſtored to Europe the Power 
to defend its Liberties? And do not all Acts 
of Juſtice ' and Benevolence revolve upon the 
Authors? Is not the Safety of Great Britain 
connected with the common Deliverance ? 
Can an . Engliſhman be ſo blind and ſottiſn as 
to imagine, that, if once the Powers, the 
Shores, and Harbours of the neighbouring 
Continent were in the Hands of the French, it 
would be poſſible for us to diſpoſe of our Ma- 
nufactures, to maintain our Commerce, to up- 
hold our Naval Forces, or to defend our 
Country from Invaſion and Conqueſt? 

If that ſhould ever be our deplorable Caſe, 
our Religion, our pure and holy Religion, 
muſt go after the reſt, we muſt either 
chuſe to part with it or to die for its Pro- 
feſſion! But, blefſed be the Author, it has 
yet a Being ; nor have we indulged our Follies 
to ſo deſperate a Length, but we are ſtill able 
ro riſe up and defend it. Let me prevail on 
you then in Seaſon to conſider, whether it be 


not well worth the Pains and Danger it is likely 
to 


371 
to coſt you, whether it be not ſuch as a pru- 
dent Man would not cowardly ſurrender to 
invading Ruffians and Vagabond Rebels — 
Here you have the Goſpel of your gracious 
Redeemer, the Law that came down from Hea- 
ven, the Apoſtles Creed, and Summary of your 
Faith, all written in your own native Language. 
In the publick Prayer and Celebration of the Sa- 
craments there is not a Word but what you may 
underſtand. Of the Sermons you hear it is 
left to your Judgments and Conſciences impar- 
tially to conſider, how far they are agreeable 
to the Light of Nature, the revealed Scrip- 
tures, and the Attributes of God. As the 
Chriſtian Religion is in its own Nature a rea- 
ſonable Service; fo the Ceremonies and Ordi- 
nances, which direct and accompany its ſolemn 
Exerciſe, are rational and decent; ſuited as 
well as poſſible to the. Laws and Cuſtoms of 
the Civil-Society, and fo wiſely contrived in 
every part of its Diſcipline, that there can ariſe 
no miſchievous Quarrel or Contraſt betwixt 
Church and State. Your Teachers are not 
your Maſters, but your Friends! We pretend 
not, like the Romaniſts, to have Dominion 
over your Faith, to lord it over your Con- 
ſciences, or to impoſe upon you the Command- 
ments of Men under the Terrors of Dungeons, 
Gallies, or Dragoons. We have not deviſed 
to keep you in awe by calling you to private 
Confeſſions or Penances; nor do we ſet up 
ourſelves, as Gods, to abſolve or condemn, to 
confine you to a ſham Purgatory, or deliver you 
to 
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to Satan at our private Pleaſure, Caprice, or 
Re ſentment. = 

The utmoſt of our Ambition is, that you 
would account of us as Embaſſadors of Chriſt, 
and Stewards of his Myſteries. It is in his 
Name we offer you Peace and Reconciliation z 
and as we look on ourſelves but as miniſterial 
Diſpenſers of the Graces and Favours he has 
purchaſed and merited ; the Doctrine we 
preach is, that he will be faithful and juſt to 
fulfil his Promiſes, and to forgive your Sins; 
that the holy Ordinances (if worthily perfor- 
med, and accepted on your Part) will be ef- 
fectual to your Salvation, and that all Inſince- 
rity, or any other Defrct in the Adminiſtrators, 
will fall on their own Heads, We conſider 
ourſelves as your Servants in Chriſt, as your 
ſpiritual Watchmen, and as Shepherds that 
muſt give an Account of our Flocks : and if 
our Education or Experience of the World has 
been a Means of furniſhing us with a Know- 
ledge, or Judgment, ſuperior to our Hearers, 
all ſuch Acquiſitions are laid up for your 
Uſe, and employed in your Service: To ad- 
moniſh you as Friends, to inſtruct you as Pa- 
rents, to defend you as Advocates, to, decide 
your Controverſies, and compoſe your Diffe- 
rences; in any difficult Caſe to adviſe you for 
the beſt, in the Settlement of your Affairs, the 
Government of your Families, and even the 
Preſervation or Recovery of your Health. I 
flatter myſelf, my loving Neighbours will _ 
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with me, if I go a ſtep farther; ſo far as to 
ſay, they have always known where to find a 
Refuge in any Time of Oppreſſion, Affliction, 
or Diſtreſs; that they have never been at a 
Loſs for an Ear to hear, an Heart to pity, 
or an Hand to help them. I could not — 
prevailed on myſelf to mention theſe things, 
were it not to remind you, that this Epiſtle is 
ſent you by one that ſincerely and tenderly 
affects you, and that therefore it has fome Ti- 
tle to your Attention and Credit. It has al- 
ways been my earneſt Endeavour, to inſpire 
you with a Zeal for your Religion, and Fond- 
neſs of your Country; to convince you in 
good earneſt, that the Lay. part of the Church 
of England are the moſt free and moſt happy 
People on the Earth. They are dependant on 
none but the Bounty of their Creator, and their 
own Diſcretion, for any thing they enjoy. 
Their Souls, their Bodies, their Poſſeſſions 
are their own. They have Liberty of Speech, 
Liberty af Conſcience, Liberty of Defence ; 
nor can they be refuſed a fair Tryal with their 
Paſtor, their Landlord, or their King himſelf 
in any of his Courts. 

Let me then exhort you, my dearly belo- 
ved, ta ftand firm in that Liberty, where- 
with you have been made free, and to hold faſt 
the Profeſſion of your Faith without wavering. 
I ſpeak not this from any Reaſon you have gi- 
ven me to diſtruſt your Conſtancy : but as I 
know not how ſoon I may be taken from you, 
or what Ln a” may happen unto — 
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after my Departure, or during my Abſence; 
my Duty and Affection conſtrain me to make 
ut of this Method to ſtrengthen your Faith, 
to confirm your Reſolutions, and ſo to forti 
your precious Souls againſt the Wiles of the 
Devil, and the Rulers of Darkneſs, that you 
may never fail to quit your ſelves as Men, and 
as Children of Light, I doubt not but the 
worthy Gentlemen, to whoſe Care I have com- 
mitted you, will very faithfully diſcharge their 
Office. Let, when the Enemy is in Motian, 
the Guards ſhould be doubled ! no Caution or 
Diligence can be-too much, in a Matter of fo 
great Importance! I therefore ſend you this 
brief Abſtract of the Leſſons I have taught 
you, to lay by you as a ſtanding Refuge and an 
Armour ready againſt every Attack. I carne 
deſire you to cheriſh it as the Advice of a dy- 
ing Friend, and let it remain as a conſtant Re- 
membrancer, to encourage you to a brave and 
reſolute Reſiſtance againſt every Spirit, that 
would entice you to a Change; to admoniſh 
you to account all ſuch, as offer to preach up 
another King, or another Goſpel, as Impoſtors 
and Accur ſed. : 

However, remember (for it can never be too 
often repeated) that pure Religion conſiſts not 
ſo wuch in Words, as in Action: And how 
laudable ſoever may be your Endeavours to 
know the Will of God, yet your Happineſs 
chiefly depends upon doing it: In this reſpect 
it is, you have. been ſo often called upon to la- 
ment the Corruptions of the preſent nee, 
| 5 Alas! 
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Alas! how ſhamefully are we fallen from that 
Virtue which render'd our Fathers fo mighty 
and invincible? As Learning has flouriſhed, Mo. 
rality has decayed; and the ſuperior Light we 
pride ourſelves in, ſeems but to render us the 
more enamoured of the Deeds of Darkneſs. We 
have turned the Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs, 
rioted and debauched in the Plenty and Abun- 
dance he has ſhower'd on our Heads, and in- 
gratefully prophaned his Name and Sabbath, 
after the manitold Deliverances he has wrought 
for us. You have often been forewarned that 
ſuch Courſes as theſe muſt needs draw on the 
moſt bitter Conſequences, unleſs effectually re- 
pented of and reformed. You have been 
frequently put in Mind, that Vice is always 
pregnant with Miſery ; that national Wicked- 
neſs will neceſſarily call down national Puniſh- 
ment; and that every Enemy to God and Re- 
ligion, is an Enemy to his Country and himſelf. 
But you, my beloved ! as you have always 
abhorred the Principles of Traitors, let me 
beſeech you to beware of promoting their 
Intereſts, by being number'd with Tranſgreſ- 
ſors! Prove yourſelves good Subjects, by be- 
ing good Chriſtians; add to your Faith Virtue 
and ſecure the Protection of the God of Bat- 
tles, by taking upon you. the whole Armour of 
Righteouſneſs. Finally, my Brethsen, be of 
one Mind and Voice, and let not cunningly de- 
viſed Fables raiſe in you a Spirit of Variance 
among yourſelves, or Diſcontent with / your 
Governors. Preſume not to meddle with 
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Matters above you; but addreſs yourſelves ta 
yage Duty in your proper Callings, and render 
Fear, Honour, and Tribute, to whom they 

are due, Entertain in your Hearts a generous 
Diſdain of the ſordid Schemes of all ſuch as 
are Self-ſeekers, and Lovers of Mammon. Ab- 
hor that Luxury which is a Diſgrace to a Chriſe 
tian, and tends to lead you into 
Temptacions to oppreſs or defraud z; but ſes 
that yau adorn your Profeſſion by your Prac- 
tice, and take care to guard your Juſtice and 
Integrity by your Induſtry and Temperance. 
So ſhall the Almighty repent of the Evil he 
hath brought upon our Land, and remove as 
way from us = Northern Army, that hath 
waſted and devoured us. So ſhall he graci 
reſtore the Year thoſe Locuſts have 
and bleſs us in the Enjoyment of that Peace. 
Plenty which are the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. 
— To conclude with the Words of anApoſtlez 

Therefore, Brethren, ſtand faſt, and bold the 
Traditions which ye have been laught, whethen 
by Word, or by our bs Epiſtle 

And I pray God your whole Spirit, your So 
and Body, may be preſerved blameleſs unto. the 
Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
In whom and for whom, I am, 


Your moſt aſfectionate, 


